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History of the Kampinos Forest 

 

The Kampinos Forest is a relic place occupying the area of the former complex of 

forests, which until the 10
th

 century spread between populated valleys of the Bzura, the Nrowa 

(the Utrata), the lower Jeziora (Jeziorki) and the Vistula (from east and north). The Forest was 

always at the gates of Warsaw and its history was for centuries connected with the history of 

the Mazovian District and the city itself. Today, despite all the spatial modifications, a 

common border line with the city is situated merely 15 kilometers from the Warsaw city 

centre. As a primeval forest with preserved diversity of both, biological life and landscape, it 

is a scientific and cultural phenomenon on a European scale. The Forest as a unique complex 

is under the protection of the status of the Kampinos National Park, which covers the area of 

38 500 hectares. 

The history of the Kampinos Forest, especially the military events during the war and 

uprisings that took place on its territory, its strategic value, the role it played for the resistance 

movement and Polish underground organizastions, is a very significant episode in the history 

of Poland. This mutual infiltration of nature and history makes this forests complex 

exceptional and different from any other similar place. 

The importance of the Kampinos Forest was determined (through its geographical 

location) by close connection with the capital city and the center of the patriotic life of the 

nation during the time of occupation. The Forest was a traditional refuge for members of the 

resistance movement, a place where they could hide safely form the occupier. It attracted the 

life of the underground movements, had a transportation and communication routes, depots 

and training camps. It was the place where military troops were organized and the insurgents’ 

battles were fought in 1794 (Kościuszko Uprising), 1831 (November Uprising), 1863 

(January Uprising) and 1944 (Warsaw Uprising). 

The Forest was a battle ground of many wars and military operations. The most 

significant were: a march of the king Władysław Jagiełło’s army heading for Grunwald and 

crossing the Vistula river near Czerwińsk on a bridge made of boats (1410), the Swedish 

Deluge (1656-1657), the Northern War (1702-1709), the greatest battle of the Bar 

Confederation near Zawady village (1770), the first Polish battle between the French Empire 

and the Kingdom of Prussia supported by Russia (1806-1807), Polish – Austria War (a part of 

the French – Austria War, 1809), a war between the Great Napoleon Army and Russia (1812-

1813), the I World War (1914-1918), the II World War (1939-1945). 

The Kampinos Forest played a special role during the January Uprising of 1863. It was 

the place where the main insurgents’ forces concentrated their activity and people, weapon 

and equipment was gathered. Young people were using different routes to get to the Forest 

and escape from the complusory recruitment (“branka”) to the Russian army. During this time 

around 1 500 younf people left Warsaw with the intention to participate in the uprising. On 

April 14
th

 1863 the greatest battle was fought near Buda Zaborowska, with around 150-200 

killed on the insurgents’ side. 76 people were buried in the collective grave in Zaborów Leśny 

(former Buda Zaborowska). This place was called by the local community the Tomb of the 

January 1863 Insurgents. At the end of the 19
th

 century it became a place of great reverence, 

almoust a religious worship. Until this day it has been on if the most significant local 

historical memento. The trees of the Forest used by the Russians to hang Polish people – the 

pine tree in Górki Kampinoskie (which died in 1984) and the oak tree near Bieliny 

Kampinoskie remain silent witnesses of this tragedy. 



The events that took place between 1863 and 1864 in the Kampinos Forest influenced 

the national spirit strongly. They enhanced patriotic attitudes and the will to fight for the 

cause of the motherland. 

The time of the II World War in the history of the Kampinos Forest was exceptionally 

full of fierce battles and fights between the Polish Army and the German forces. In September 

1939 after the batt;e pf Bzura the decimated troops of the Army Groups “Poznań” and  

“Pomorze” were forcing their way through the forests to Warsaw. The Army Group “Łódź” 

reached Modlin. Around 9 500 Polish soldiers are buried in 17 war cemeteries, in quarters and 

graves of the parish cemeteries in the Forest. 

Among numerous battles and fights there was one very significant event – the 18 

minutes long, daring charge of the 14
th

 Regiment of the Jazłowiecki Uhlans near Wólka 

Węglowa at the Geramn troops surrounding Warsaw. 105 Uhlans were killed as a result of the 

charge. Breaching the circle of enemy troops allowed the exhausted and decimated Polish 

troops to enter Warsaw. 

From December 1939 Germans began the executions of Polish people at the glade of 

death in Palmiry in the Kampinos Forest. These tragic events are commemorated by the 

mausoleum-cemetery and the The Palmiry National Memorial Museum exhibition. 

During the II World War the arear of the Kampinos Forest became very important for 

the activity of the resistance movement, espionage operations, diversion and combat 

operatione conducted by the Home Army. It was a training center as well as supplying and 

communication headquarters. It played a very important role during the Warsaw Uprising. 

The Home Army Group “Kampinos” as the only military unit from outisde Warsaw executed 

the order of General Tadeusz Komorowski alias “Bór” from August 14
th

 1944 and sent more 

than 1 100 well armed soldiers to help the fighting Warsaw. Thanks to the Army Group 

“Kampinos” the Kampinos Forest was for over two months an enclave of freedom. The 

liberate territories, on which the insurgents’ troops auqrtered, were called the Independent 

Republic of Kampinos. Wiersze village was named the capital of the Independent Republic of 

Kampinos. 

The Army Group “Kampinos” was the only big, well organized military unit that fought  

in the Warsaw Uprising and did not surrender. The Group was defeated on September 29
th

 

1944 in Budy Zosiny village near Jaktorów. During the uprising its soldiers fought in 47 

battles and skirmishes. The Germans felt the severe consequnces of those actions. As a result 

they lost soldiers (1 200 killed, 460 wounded), weapons, military equipment, ammunition, 

food supplies, uniforms and soldier’s equipment. The “Kampinos” Group also suffered severe 

casualties. Around 900 insurgnets died, around 500 were injured and around 200 were taken 

captives. 

The Kampinos Forest was supporting military uprising. It paralyzed the movement of 

the German forces at the rear of the capital city and was supplying food and weapons from the 

allies air drops. 36 out of 79 air drops assigned for the Warsaw Uprising were received on the 

territory of the Kampinos Forest.  

The local community and the “hosts” of the Kampinos Forest – the foresters, played a 

glorious role in the history of the Forest during the military operations, especially the January 

Uprising of 1863 and the II World War. During the II World War many local villages were 

burned. Many villages were pacified after the Warsaw Uprising. Hundreds of members of 

local community lost their lives in various war, underground, diversion  and  combatant 

operations as well as in German camps and forced labors in the Third Reich. The Forest was a 

witness of numerous murders and executions commited on Polish soldiers and civillians. 

Many local people sacrified their lives after the Warsaw Uprising for their patriotism 

just because they helped and took the insurgents from the “Kampinos” Group under their 

roofs. 



The foresters from the Kampinos Forest and their actions during the II World War were 

described in the 3
rd

 volume of monograpgh entitled “The history of the Kampinos Forest and 

the surrounding areas” (published in Izabelin 2005): 

“The foresters from the Kampinos Forest demonstrated their commitment to the patriotic and 

civic values. Their heroism and willigness to sacrifice to the national cause and the fight for 

independence became famous and passed into history. Many of them lost their lives”. 

The foresters were, from the beginning of the war, in every structure of the Polish 

Underground State, they fought for Poland, initiated conspiracy and resistance movement 

against the occupier, defended the Forest and its people, and all the others staying there, were 

helping the Soviet captives, revealed the truth about the crimes in Palmiry, watched over the 

safety of the insurgents’ troops and provided them with the means of communication. 

Between 1939 and 1945 the death poll among foresters reached at least 30% of the 

whole number of intellectual employees. 27 foresters and 5 members of their families lost 

lives. 

The Kampinos Forest played over the centuries an enormous role in the struggle for 

independence of Poland. It paid for it a very high price, in people’s lives as well as in vast 

material damages. 

 

 


